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You Know You Are A Cat Person When......

* You sing your cat a lullaby every night before gpio
sleep.

* Your friends refer to you as the ‘cat whisperercéess
even shy cats are drawn to you.

* You open the shower door and turn on the wateafg
few seconds because your cat loves to drink fram t
puddles on the shower floor.

* Stepping on something small and furry in the midufl
A German Shepherd just answered your the night no longer scares you.
personal ad. Your narr;r(;;%(;tszgzst ve given him theong | , You refer to the bathroom as the litterbox.

Where Did It Come From? - ‘Put The Cat Anong The Pigeons’

When Britain governed India, a popular pastime tegsut a wild cat in a pen with pigeons -
bets were then taken to see how many birds the@ald bring down with one paw. Xmission,com
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Welcome
Welcome to our Autumn 2020 issue of The ScratcRiogt.

Sit back with a Dirty Martini and enjoy the newstet

Stay Safe  Karen and Gloria ».»

Do you have any photos or articles for tawsietter? Please send them to karen@sabcci.cglorm@sabcci.com

Egypt - The Land We once Ruledas told by Fluffy & Bonkers)

Felines have influenced countless religious andeses throughout the ages. The pages of
history are rife with displays of gratitude froneie who benefited from their generous wisdol
Nowhere is this more evident than in Egypt, a kiorgdhat produced its greatest triumphs wh
ruled by cats.

Egyptian civilization was plagued with hordes dodigrstealing rats, and early attempts to con
them were largely unsuccessful. To make mattersay@obras were swarming the kingdom.
Egyptians eventually realized that no amount ofadquessure would stop them from biting
people. The Egyptians finally turned to cats fdphe

Being well acquainted with both adversaries, catsldy began to kill the rats and send the
cobras packing. As word spread of their succeshuus intelligence, cats were invited to
join the human population in ever-growing numbers.

Reverence soon followed acceptance and cats bedsmnworshiped, raising to the highest levels ofgfgn religion.
Artisans who fashioned sculptures and amulets of,Bagoddess who was originally thought to hae&dd like a crabby,
scraggy-breasted lion that walked on two legs, gedrnheir rendering. After being suitably impresbgdheir actions and
deeds of cats, they began depicting Bast as afidigiiabby, reflecting grace and poise.

As a result of their ascension, cats lived in lapalaces, and the killing of any feline becameayzital offence.
Archaeologists have uncovered many pieces of Egiy@titwork that chronicle the everyday life of by cat.

Ruling cats kept humans called pharaohs as advi3@gether cats and pharaohs ushered in cultohéeements of lasting
significance.

The Pyramids -

Meo-ow-tep was the first of many great cat rulerbuild a pyramid. The plan was to build the greaperch the world had
ever seen. Meo-ow-tep saw such a perch duringenvik was in the form of a pyramid and the bigges in the world
rested on top.

A pyramid was an ideal shape to represent the giguérch. At the top there was room for only oneteait. There could
be no better vantage point to survey all that leghlzonquered than from the apex of a great pyramid

Unfortunately Meo-ow-tep’s vision was never realizeluman error, insubordination and general lazrdisconspired to
undermine the project. The pyramids of subsequantuders tragically found the same fate, with pharaohs unable to
execute the elegant plans of their cat rulers. Heweeven the unfinished pyramids stand as testatodhe abilities of
those like Meo-ow-tep, who conceived of them.

The Sphinx -

It is unknown precisely which cat ruler built a reae Sphinx guarding the pyramids of Gaza. Mostaeologists attribute
it to Scramses, who had a pharaoh named KhafreSphax is a giant cat-body carving, over 200 ferg and 65 feet
high, with paws measuring 50 feet in length. Likeny cat rulers who undertook such massive proj&cimses did not
live to see its completion, and it is widely thoutiat Khafre must have finished supervising thestaction, heretically
substituting his own face for that of Scramseshenttead of the Sphinx.

Mummification -

The practice of wrapping a body in strips of lirvesis first introduced to the Egyptians by cats. Inefjeas it that when a cat
was observed transforming itself into a mummy, hosreought to honour it by adopting the practicetieir own burial
rituals.

Many cat rulers had themselves permanently mumdhibie their eternal nap, occasionally allowing aetg pharaoh to be
buried alongside them.

The ancient Egyptian empire eventually crumbledsMustorians attribute its downfall to the last ieder, Cleocata, who
grew bored and ran off, taking all the cats in Egyjph her. Snakes slithered back in with the blogvsands of time,

patiently waiting for George Lucas and Steven $gig to create 'Raiders of the Lost Ark.’
From ‘The Devious Book For Cats’ by Fluffy & Bicers. 3



The Pedigree - The Lykoi

Keeping with the Halloween season, the Lykoi igoftalled the ‘Werewolf Cat’. The breed’s
t name cones from the Greek word, lykos meaning wolf.

The breed originated in the US when two domestictkhirs which bore a hairless gene, not
the same but similar to the Sphynix and Devon vbeed. The genetic mutation caused the
cat’s appearance with werewolf like patches orfdlse.

# The body is of medium build with a lithe musculadiy of solid weight. The legs are slightly
slender. The Lykoi are partially hairless on thgsland paws but the ears and nose are alway
hairless. The kittens appear normal at birth bosé their coat a few weeks after birth. By 3 tc
4 months the kittens take on the Lykoi appearance.

The Lykoi's head is wedge-shaped with large andrieghears. The eyes are large walnut
shaped often bright yellow in colour.

The coat has thin patches on the body which appearse but is actually soft and silky to the
. . = touch. The Lykoi moults seasonally which can mdieart bald. The regrowth of the patches
can often come back a slight different colour fritv@ original. Despite the lack of hair and no ucdat they are not
hypoallergenic.

The most common colour for the Lykoi is black r¢an intermix of black hair with some white haifspwever they can be
other colours like any cat.

Lykois are intelligent, affectionate and friendihey love humans, cats and dogs. The Lykoi is dexylike. They prefer to
play all day than to be a lap cat or curled upeylivatch over the family guarding them.

The breed is prone to skin problems and needs podiected from the sun or cold so it should béndoor cat. Due to the
coat of the Lykoi they need to be occasionally bathremove excess oil from the skin and ears.

Established as a breed in 2011. The breed is remaby TICA the CFA and Preliminary recognitionfebruary 2020 by

Clever Stray Cat Takes Woman Into Store & Points AtPet Food

We know cats love getting what they want and thayally do it with minimum effort. One
cat, however, had to do a bit of work to get soowe land attention.

The stray cat roaming the streets of Mexico hagstwhis intelligence in order to be fed. He
started following customers in hopes that they wdid able to buy him some cat food, but
when one woman decided to play ball, the cat’sdifanged.

Primary school teacher Tania Lizbeth Santos CoyaT88, spotted the cat staring at her from
across the street. Soon the stray started followangThe clever cat then led Tania into a
nearby shop, dragging her to the pet food aregaimding at the meal he wanted. Tania, im-
pressed by the antics, decided to investigate iaddlie cat's home. When she realised he was livirapn abandoned
home, Tania decided to adopt him. ‘When we wetié¢ostore | always saw him out there, sometimesdidd sneak

along with people to enter,” Tania explained ‘ldigbt he belonged to the managers, but one day dyesh my compan-
ion entered, he chased us. He got in between eps sis if we were ignoring him, then | paid at@mto him and it was
when he first guided me to the pet food rack. Themderstood that he wanted to eat.’

The managers of the store explained to Tania ligastray always did the same thing with
customers. He understood specific hours and wartétla kind passer-by would take pity on him andghase some
food.

Tania said: ‘Every time he came to the store, veegd each other and did the same, he guided
to the shelf and chose the food he wanted.” Afexetbping a fondness for the cat, Tania went o

to follow the cat to see where he lived. She adt@de day | noticed that he had many injuries a8
| decided to follow him to find out if he had a henBut my companion and | discovered that he
did not have a home. He went into an abandonedehdéiusas then that we decided to adopt him

o =+
. ; ) ; ) ) L
and he currently lives with us. | called him ‘Rabbicause of his resemblance to a rabbit.’ =k
Good going, Rabbit! F. Bakar, May 2020 www.metro.co.uk Picture: Tdrizbeth Santos Coy Tova Q-

/ \ man has to work so hard so that something of hesgonality stays alive. A tomcat has |t
so easy, he has only to spray and his presenclkdsstfor years on rainy days Albert Einstein




Articles From The Lockdown

Steve The Cat Uses Talking Buttons To Ask For Foo&nuggles, 'Kittynip,'
Outdoor Time & More

Kristiina Wilson, an animal behaviourist in New ¥dCity, has worked with cats for more than
years. But one of her 9 pet felines, Steve, waseaial guy from the get-go.

The new-born kitten of a feral mama cat Wilson w@&ializing at the time, Steve ‘came out
exactly how he is now,’ she recalls to People. Wi#es clearly a very special dude, very differer
and very awake, and he ended up staying here #ind the house.’

These days, Steve, now 11, has a new trick uddese. He’s learned how to communicate wit
Wilson and her wife using a soundboard made upadrammed oversized buttons that feature
recordings of Wilson speaking words like ‘outsided ‘eat.” Similar to Stella the dog, of the n
famous Hunger for Words Instagram account. Stewetrained to ask for things by stepping ol
the colourful buttons. The humble Steve B. nowthasisands of fans on Instagram and TikTo
which is where Wilson first noticed animals usihg talking buttons.

e

‘During COVID, my master's thesis work got shut spwnd | was just sitting around bored,” Wilsonsdghe's currently
finishing her master's program in animal behavana conservation at Hunter College.) ‘| downloa@dd ok and | saw
some animals using the buttons, and was like, I®bkf Steve could do this. Let's mess with it,” slkplains.

Though she says it generally takes animals abmdrah to learn the buttons, Steve mastered themlin4 days. ‘Steve is
not a cat. He's like a person dressed in a callg. blte's been screaming at me since he was borheing very clear about
his needs and wants.’

Though none of the couple's other cats have follb8teve'’s lead in mastering buttons, Wilson sagsther cats ‘clearly

he
‘outside’ button because going outside is his lsigmetivator,” Wilson says. ‘He just loves to beaside. He sits out there
and stares at birds and screams at people.’

ilson
notes. She also recently introduced new buttonkitynip’ and ‘lady’ - Wilson's name for herself which allows Steve to
address his human directly when he wants something.people.com, Laura Barcella, August 2020 Photee Daily Steve B/Instagram

Lonely Monique Finds Lovely Home In Lockdown

The two-year-old moggy found fame online when Batta Dogs & Cats Home threw
a party to celebrate her birthday... but no one calmeg.

d Monique had spent 130 days at the shelter withngostiowing any interest in

. adopting her, so staff thought a birthday partyhhige the perfect way to grab her
some attention. But when no one showed up, poorddenmust have felt even more
| rejected.

Then, Monique’s story went viral, with the photdsher sad little face at her lonely
birthday party being shared hundreds of thousahtises across the internet.
Battersea was inundated with messages from Morsdae’s, who offered donations
to the shelter in the cat's honour, sent gifts, emeh volunteered to have Monique
flown halfway round the world so she could haveombé. Now, months on, we finally
have an update.

Monique alone at her birthday
party in Battersea

Monique has found a loving home with a man namedafd and is loving life. She’ll never have to spandther birthday
feeling alone and rejected. Adnan found out aboomigue when he was watching the news one evenitigjaickly applied
to adopt the cat.

On 16 March, Adnan took Monique to his home neaviskam, South London. As a shy cat, Monique toaktinge to find
her feet in her new surroundings and had just begttting into her new life when the nation wertbitockdown. But
thankfully, even in the midst of the pandemic, Adiaad Monique have found comfort in each othewurhts out they're the
perfect match.

‘It's been just Monique and me alone since Marctin&n says. ‘She’s very talkative and greets meyawerning and can be
very bossy when she wants treats. She follows menarthe house, pawing at me for scratches andgime head butts for
cuddles. She was initially keen to jump in my lafnich was interesting when | was working), but hag decided that her
many napping spots are much more comfortable aléhatiead summon me for scratches.’

Even months after Monique’s birthday party in Feloyl?020, Battersea still receives enquiries abwtat, and they're so
pleased to be able to share that she’s found pgylending. Lindsey Quinlan, Battersea’s head tiEdas and feline
welfare, said: ‘Over the years we've seen our apfgear in the media or gain fans online, but we'den before seen
anything quite like Monique’s overnight fame.’ www.metro.co.uk, Ellen Scott September 2020. PhBédtersea



Articles From The Lockdown contd
3 o B Fosters Got To Visit The Zoo

£ of its reS|dents to the San Antonio Zoo. During thine-of-a-kind

m Opportunity that only happened thanks to the quarapkittens and
dogs had the chance to meet up and interact wiéttiaty of other ani-
~ mals such as lions, leopards, monkeys, giraffes odimer interesting
creatures they definitely don’t see every day!

Clearly, they enjoyed themselves. The videos pexvioy the shelter showed pets wagging their tatlsear new, unfamiliar
friends.

‘All the animals were able to have such a uniquaeerence with this event and it was enthrallinge¢e them interact with
each other. Carla, the 7-month old white lab-mix e most intrigued by all the zoo animals. Heotaite being the
Giraffes, who seemed equally as curious to see agttange animal in front of them.

Our kittens were in awe of the Hippos and fish,levEilla, the 6-year old black lab-mix thoroughly@red watching the
gibbons swing from rope to rope,” Development aratiédting Manager for the Animal Defense Leaguee{as (ADL),
Michelle Thorson, told Bored Panda www.boredpanda.com, Photos: Andzelika, communitynimer

Does Your Cat Influence Your Mood And Your Health During Pandemic,
And Are You Causing Your Cat Distress ?

A recent study looked at the effects of the initahfinement period on Spanish pet owners, theicaes and
dogs, and on the relationship between them. Rese@ were interested in understanding how the huma
animal relationship might help pet owners to cojith the effects of the confinement, given that agpmately

a quarter of Spanish households have at least ogend 11% have at least one cat. Given Spairgd obt
over 18.5 million households that gives an owneddgoaulation of almost 2 million.

Separation from friends and relatives, the loskaddom, fear of the disease and boredom can @l hagative effects on
guality of life and health. Commonly reported effeinclude stress, anxiety, low mood, depressigitability, insomnia,
and difficulties with the resumption of normal ldéter the end of the period of confinement.

Research on human-animal relationships suggestedhganion animals can be a source of social stijmopeople and
can help them to cope with difficult situations.eTbngoing COVID-19 crisis offered researchers amodpinity to explore
the role of companion animals as sources of seajbort at a time when the vast majority of theypajgon was being
exposed to the same social and environmental clgaée

! " # #
life of dogs and cats is highly influenced by theu@cteristics of their physical and social envinent, and the behaviour
and lifestyle of their owners, all of which would bubstantially changed during an official lockdown

Respondents were also asked directly about thetdffe confinement had had on their pet’s qualitife, their relationship
with their pet, and how much their pet had helgesht during the period of the confinement. They vadse asked about
whether they had been angry with their pet morerofecently, since the confinement. Questions as@asked to see if
there had been any changes in the behaviour @irtineals, either for better or worse.

It might be expected that the confinement periadatead to the development, or worsening, of pgobbehaviour in cats
and dogs, eg.cat owners were asked about urinemgarRpart from these specific behavioural protdenespondents were
also asked to indicate which of a set of generahghs in behaviour their cat had exhibited, inclgdieing more nervous,
more stressed, more relaxed, more excitable, nane enore attention-seeking, more demanding, mastriited and more
irritable since the confinement. It was expected these general changes would be more likely @ffeeted by the con-
finement than the prevalence of the specific prokbehaviours.

Changes in behaviour and relationships

- Cat’s overall quality of life, 57.3% ofsgondents considered it better, whereas 8.4% thdughs worse.

- For 52.1% of participants the relationship witkeit cat did not change, for 46.3% it improved &nd1.6% it became
worse during the confinement.

- Respondents were asked to report on the sameayd&edaviour changes for cats and dogs. In c&t8%4 respondents
reported no general changes in the cat’'s behaduaing confinement.

- The most common general aspect of behaviour wiet reported to be higher during confinement wésntbn-
seeking (36.4%), followed by being more relaxed {2d), being calmer (9.7%), being more demandirdf§.and
being more nervous (7%).

An increase in being more excitable, nervous aibli#¢, demanding or attention-seeking could easdgd lto other problems if
the lockdown continued or these changes were mitédy owners. Animals that were showing morehese signs could

be considered to be coping worse, and at greateofiworsening behaviour or the development of pevblems.
Continued next page 6



Articles From The Lockdown contd

Does Your Cat Influence Your Mood...contd

Owners were concerned about potential problemscthdd arise from the confinement, such as difficakccessing
veterinary care, obtaining food for the animal, &mémal gaining weight, and having difficulty adagtto normal life after
the confinement. Owners with an increased levalnodety were found to have cats which had an irsg@anegative
behavioural changes.

The results point to a pattern of increased gersiahvioural changes, that probably result fronskbold stress and a
reduced quality of life, which could lead to greatenflict with the owner, a potential increaseaimger and punishment
from the owner, and therefore to an increasediliked of worsening behaviour over time. The owngsgchological status
and use of punishment have already been found &s&sciated with problem behaviour. However, oVerats seem to be
coping much better than dogs with the situationarfinement. One reason may be that most cateisample were

However, both cats and dogs are now sharing tlogirels with people for a much greater amount of tame, the range of
people they interact with is much reduced. An aliive explanation is related to the salience fadot$: behaviour changes
in cats, particularly those related to stressoftien expressed as a reduction in the frequencipoaidensity of certain
behaviours, which may be less obvious to owners.

There was a positive association between the ¢ataming well and an increase in emotional closgnihe total number of
problem behaviours getting worse, and owner comsceecore. Previous studies suggest that many icdtsdrtain forms of
human contact stressful, which would support thdifig that increased emotional closeness was agsdavith cats coping
less well in the present study. Answers to suclstipres as ‘How often do you kiss your pet’, ‘I wddike to have my pet
near me all the time’, and ‘My pet is there whemdveeed to be comforted’ which were high corraflandgth ‘problem’ cats.

The majority of cats in this study live entirehdoors, making them unable to avoid this incredssdan contact.

Cats were more likely to be doing well if there wes other cats in the household.
Findings suggest that general changes in behasgioth as excitability and being more atten A
seeking or demanding, could be seen as risk faotoesen early indicators of more serious fui
behaviour problems.

The quality of life of owners and how they use thepets as a source of support.
Respondents were asked ‘How much has your peethiglpu during the confinement compared with before?
Three quarters of respondents indicated that thdysbme level of increased support from their pet.

Most respondents (61.8%) indicated that the confer@ had negatively affected their Quality of Lifde degree to which
the person gained support from the pet during tméimement was negatively associated with qualityfe, meaning that
the more severely affected the person’s qualitif@fthe more they gained support from the pet Trhplication is that dis-
tress activates different coping strategies, inagdhcreased seeking of emotional support.

Dog owners were 53.2% more likely to be in the dhmteer Quality of Life change group. This coulddxplained by the
fact that in Spain, one of the only permitted reasior someone to leave the home was to walk aAlogcdotally, this has
led to cases of people borrowing dogs from neighband family members, so that they had an exauge butside. Dog
ownership, as opposed to cat ownership, would $edrave a specific advantage in the type of conie@ implemented in
Spain, that could explain the association betwgegiss of pet and owner Quality of Life.

More women found support and increased qualitif@fn their cat than did male owners. Howeveerthwas a negative
association between owners getting more suppart the pet and improved owner quality of life andreéased costs to the
cat. There was a very strong association with paomanal welfare and increased emotional closeimelisated by high
scores on ‘My pet gives me a reason to get upamrtarning’, ‘My pet helps me get through tough timéVly pet is there
whenever | need to be comforted’, ‘How often do yelliyour pet things you do not tell anyone else®d ‘How often do
you kiss your pet'.

Loneliness

" $ # and
guality of social relationships can be considelsdtself, to be a risk factor for mortality. Thesults suggest that during the
current outbreak, the relationship people have thidir dogs and cats is helping to compensatehfodtamatic reduction in
their social and physical interactions with peopleis is supported by a study on social suppottickvfound that pets fulfil
many social support functions.

Conclusion

The study found that pet owners gained substasuport from their pets, and that support was ased when the owner’s
quality of life was more impaired. Support was aseociated with increased emotional closenessméraction with the
pet, which may not be beneficial to the cat. Assthans between behavioural problems, general bebealichanges and
aspects of the confinement, with some indicati@t the increased emotional needs of owners cogdtively affect pets
that had existing behavioural problems. Cats intingat households coped better than single catbaps because they

‘shared’ their ‘support duties’ towards owners wiigcreased quality of life.
JBtephens MS.CABC, Companion Animal Behaviour Counseilary.petsbehave.com



Jumbo Quiz

The Small Cat Quiz

What deformity do blue eyed, white cats often gufiflem?
Socks was the name of the cat of which Americasiéeat?
What is the most ‘'common' collective noun for augrof cats?

Calico cats, which refers to a color pattern onftlieand not a breed, are mostly what?

What is the name of the Flintstones' pet sabeh&mbtat?
Name the cat owned by Rigsby in ‘Rising Damp’? Answers on page 16
Complete the following saying: 'to grin like a2...'

What name is given to domestic cats that were loon have reverted to a wild state?

© © N o 00 b~ 0N PRE

What's the total number of claws that most houds lcave? www.freepubquiz.co.uk

The Big Cat Quiz

1. Which cat has the loudest roar. 5. Which cat can't retract its claws.
A. Lion A. Lion
B. Tiger B. Cheetah
C. Jaguar C. Snow Leopard
2. Which cat likes to swim. 6. Which cat doesn't climb trees.
A. Ocelot A. Lion
B. Cougar B. Cheetah
C. Jaguar C. Tiger
3. Which cat can't roar. 7. Which cat has the most powerful bite.
A. Cheetah A. Jaguar
B. Lion B. Tiger
C. Leopard C. Siberian tiger
4. Which is the biggest cat . 8. Which cat has the largest canine teeth .
A. Tiger A. Tiger
B. Lion B. Lion
C. Jaguar C. Clouded leopard www.triviachamp.com
Does Your Cat Own You? | El 4.
4
Do you sleep in the same position all t D=
night because it annoys your cats wh |' f
you move? fn I.' 2

Do you think it's cute when your cat

swings on the drapes or licks the butter? L i ||

Does your cat ‘insist’ on a fancy Sunday breakfast :
consisting of an omelette made from eggs, milk, and | =+ =
salmon, halibut, or trout?

‘If you think I’'m going to sit in that dirty

Does your cat eat out of cut crystal stemware bsrgal litterbox, you're crazy’

both watched the same commercial on television?

At the store, do you pick up the cat food and Kittgr

before you pick out anything for yourself? here is no snooze button on a

Do you kiss your cat on the lips? cat who wants breakfast.




Stowaway Cats

Cargo Has Found A New Home & Family in Maine

After several weeks of fostering the cat that stbaeay on a military cargo plane
and landed in Bangor last month, Nanci Hamlin shiel is not at all

surprised the feline - now named Cargo - woundmpaard a flight that ended
across the country.

‘Knowing Cargo the way we do now, we can see whwhe on that plane,” Hamlin
said. ‘He has no fear and loves to get on top afgide everything.” Hamlin and her
boyfriend Justin Proulx both work at Bangor Intdioreal

g Airport and had been following the cat’s story esigice he was discovered

hiding under a cargo pallet in the belly of the BgeC-17 Globemaster Il cargo
plane on July 1. The flight originated in Califaarthe previous day and made one
stop-over in Colorado to load cargo before landmBangor.

Last month, United States Air Force Capt. Danidlt@y the pilot of that cargo plane who is currgmth a four-month
deployment overseas, said he and his crew discdvieecat on their plane after spotting a pile@fpin the plane and
discovering a muffin left on the flight deck hadebehalf eaten. This was right before the crew &kimy off for Europe
and, at the time, Cotton said he was glad theyddba cat when they did, saving it from an evermyéortrip.

As it was, Cotton said the cat had to be prettybténand brave to make its way out of the cargo haoldl all the way up to
the flight deck in total darkness when the plane wathe ground in Bangor overnight. ‘I've beerhaimdreds of flights all
over the world and landed in pretty much every io@mit and never had a hitchhiker quite like th@gtton said.

Finding a stowaway cat was a first for the airptard, The staff there turned the cat over to thegda Humane Society.
Staff from the airport and the human society in @arcontacted officials at Air Force bases and ahshelters California
and Colorado. They also posted to social mediawatsoAfter three weeks with no success, the hursaniety placed
Cargo up for adoption. That's when Hamlin and Pranffered to give Cargo a home. ‘He is a real ggithind we call him a
Tasmanian Devil,” Hamlin said. ‘He usually reallgtg going around two in the morning.’

His favorite toy is a stuffed bison the couple fauhd several years ago while cleaning and senyiaiparked aircraft at the
Bangor airport. ‘We are thrilled for Cargo to gont®y, and not at all surprised to hear about hisopeilgy - he’s a
character,” said Kathryn Ravenscraft, Bangor Huntéoaety director of development. ‘He would havééoto have taken
himself on such an epic adventure.’

Hamlin and Proulx already had four cats and ankdadusky named Akiko. It was a bit of a rocky stant Cargo is now
fitting in quite well with his new family. ‘Cargabk over the house the minute he arrived,” Handid swhich was not met
with good grace by the four cats already living¢éhe

To help ease the introductions, Hamlin and Prouired their bedroom into a safe space for Cargoavhe has his food,
litter box, bed and toys. They installed a screatwal leading to the bedroom. This way Cargo aedther cats could see
and smell each other, but not physically touchnghiwent more smoothly between Cargo and Hamlimsky ‘We really
did not know how our husky would be with him, orvagh her,” Hamilin said. ‘We brought Cargo homedahose two are
inseparable and the best of friends. Cargo anddA&gend their days chasing each other, playingteits, bickering and
cuddling up together for naps,” Hamlin said.

These days Cargo is allowed out during the day whemumans are home t~
explore the rest of the house. He can interact thighother cats under
supervision but he still sleeps in their bedroorartin said it's going well -
everyone is getting along and slowly getting usethé new member of the
family. ‘Hamlin said Cargo loves to cuddle - esplyg with Proulx - and is P
very friendly and loving. And that his origins reima mystery. We think he 1 %
was a stray,” Hamlin said. “When we first brougiitn home we put him on &
our bed and he was like, ‘what’s this?’ and he jathpght off.”

Cotton’s theory was Cargo’s home was the palloeamhich he was found
on board the plane. ‘He was probably sleeping durfein the pallet and all §& :
of a sudden there was all this light and noisetendias going up, up and ug B # ooz Akike
We joked it must have felt like an alien abduction. '

Hamlin has been in contact with Cotton and offa@cefbster the cat until the

pilot returns to this country in November. ‘We tditn we will keep Cargo for him if he wants to atibpn when he gets
back,” Hamlin said. ‘Right now he’s not sure if ten and we told him that if he can’t Justin andll keep him and make
Cargo part of our family.’

Continued on next page 9



Stowaway Catscontd
Cargo Has Found A New Home. contd

Back in July, Cotton had said his primary hope firading and reuniting the cat with its family, tfiad one. Barring that,
he said he wanted the cat to be adopted by an txeapfamily in the Bangor area. Finally, if no@wanted the cat, he said
he’d be happy to give it a home.

Hamlin is not one hundred percent certain Cargddsishis love of travel, saying he spends a gileat of time gazing out
the windows. ‘I feel he wants to know what is dwre,” she said. ‘But he’s an indoor cat now.’

Julia Bayly, bangordailynews.com. August 2020, Phdtada Coan O'Kresik/BDN

Editors Note: Stephen King’s TV mini series ‘Lanigad’ was filmed at Bangor International Airport

Cat Survives 2,000 Mile, 12-day Journey In Containe
From Israel To UK

A street cat stowed away on a cargo ship for 12 day travelled a whopping 2,000 miles f
Israel to the UK.

Izzy the year-old feline had got stuck in the corgabefore it was loaded onto the ship in th
Middle East earlier this year. The ship then magenear-two week trip to Southampton whe
the container’'s owners made the stunning discovery.

The cat was then kept in quarantine for four martl$ore being moved to the Cats Protection NewBulyption Centre,
in Thatcham, Berkshire, where she was named |zzg.charity said I1zzy is now settled and is hopimgtlie perfect
Christmas present — a new owner.

Cat Protection said it was ‘quite remarkable’ thelad survived the voyage, in April. Thea Eldnirthe centre, said they
reckon ‘shy’ I1zzy had been a street cat in Isr&€’ll never know her full story, but it's most ity she snuck into the
container looking for food or somewhere cosy tegleand ended up getting locked in,” she said.’sSSthefinitely an
independent girl, and she’d suit a home where aheénave plenty of outdoor space. It may be thatl ghiefer to spend
most of her time outdoors at first, but once she gettled, she may well begin to come inside thvaeh Izzy’s been through
a lot, so we’d love to see her go to a home wipatgent owner who can give her the stable homenskds after such a
turbulent few months.”  www.dailystar.co.uk, Nicholas Rieber Dec 2019, Photmge PA

Pharaoh Survives Two-week Voyage To Britain From Egpt

W The hungry animal was found in a container after weeks on board the MV
| 'w | Maersk Batam which travelled from the Port SalEgypt to the Suffolk port

'# "' }’ from Egypt to ensure that it was aII in order anehk with the forklift operator and
h became aware there was something in there. It wastainer with wire coils and |
j said there was a cat in there. The other chap weddgit was a lion or something

I
i S ll L
R | | ;' I }. !—r(
lgi ' m but then this little thing jumped out and startedbing around my legs.’

1 if I"P'“-u-u E Two RSPCA officers collected Pharaoh and he is being looked after a
quarantine cattery near Colchester, Essex. ‘Hewsasscrawny and we gave him a bow! of water amelaf my colleagues
gave him his sandwich - he ate the meat very quickhid Mr Biscoe. ‘He must have been someond'snpegypt — he was
very happy to see us.’

Pharaoh will be kept at the cattery for five artthf months because of rabies quarantine reguiatidrsuffolk County
Council spokeswoman said it had been ‘touch andaydhe cat when it was found two weeks ago. $ig: $He was not in
a very good state and at first it was thought hghtmot survive. He has been taken to a quaranénge at Colchester,
checked for rabies and other problems, fed and loedwed after and now looks much better. Pharadihhayve to stay in
quarantine and then he will be re-homed here.’www.telegraph.co.uk, November 2009, photo ARCHANT

Things I, The Cat, Must Try To Remember

Television & computer screens do not exist to kigbkimy lovely tail.

The goldfish likes living in water and must be al&x to remain in its bowl.
I should not assume the patio door is open whand putside to chase leave
| am a carnivore. Potted plants are not meat.

The guinea pig likes to sleep once in a while.ll mat watch him constantly. 10
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Poppy & Figaro

This is not a stick-em-up!!
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Amber & Gabby -

What the monsters have been up to during loch
down ....Amber ‘helping’ me get my loom ready
s to do some weaving......and Gabby ‘inspecting’|my
d warp threading is correct.

,:‘ ‘ T. Byrne Dubli
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Pippin -

| have my place mat out
now - where is my food?

Joshi & Friend -
E. Maikew, France

Wm3%¥iw}mwmm

Wanna come out
to play?
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YR

@&,
LTS Y

K. Sluiters, Dublin

Zeus - e

| am glad she adopted
me from Aughrim Cat ;
rescue. - Don’t get me o s
wrong, there were lots
of lovely cats there but
there is no place like a

loving home and all &
these toys!

.
-

-
a

E. Abrahamson, Dublin

12



Elwood Hangs Around The Hospit Until They Give Him A Job

Few cats — let alone humans — have an enterpgiing like Elwood the cat. This is a cat that
sees what he wants and goes for it, and we’reusbtglking about Dreamies here.

Elwood decided that he wanted to work for his sesta local hospital, so put in the hours
hanging around looking cute to catch his dream eyauls eye. The ginger and white fluff
ball spent around a year standing around Epworphi in Richmond, Melbourne,
Australia, before he got his special name tag.

- | He’s now cheering up staff and patients even muaa he was before he was officially
employed Chantel Trollip, a Pathologist at Epwattispital, explained to Bored Panda: ‘I
first noticed his ID badge on him in June. | watialty having a case of the ‘sads’ that day,
but seeing his ID badge turned my whole mood arbWtien | first saw him, he wasn’t wearing anythisg,l assumed
he was a stray. Then someone put a collar andt&goand now most recently he’s got his own IDdedvhich is iden-
tical to our actual staff badges down to the catles on the back.’

Thankfully Elwood isn’t actually a stray, and irstelives just across the road from the hospitaljudeloves greeting
people and getting a pat during the day. Epwortbpital even released a statement about Elwoodhgayduring the day
the playful puss often struts across the road ép lggiard and greet patients and staff outsidedhbpital. The mischievous
moggy has been able to snuggle up to securityjrobtphis own staff ID pass. At the end of the dalyyood heads back
across the road for a well-earned restww.metro.co.uk, Jessica Lindsay September 2026tcdEhstagram/@loverichmond3121

Malaysia's Hachiko Is A Cat Named Nana
Who Visits His Owner's Grave Daily For Two Years

Some may say that cats are the least loyal compahigmans could have. Personally as a “ﬂ_.
lover, | would argue otherwise because cats atieadeland sweet creatures who just need :“‘
some space. But that's a topic for another dayedals we're going to take a look at Malays#¥.

very own Hachiko who remains loyal to his ownerrgester his death. 1{_:‘;;3, ?}%

On September 19, Hazlynn Nozi shared Nana's tadddoal Malaysian cat lovers group onl,, g{,@jﬁﬁﬁ
Facebook. Six-year-old Nana had belonged to Hadymather, who was a retired teacher. The

two had a special bond and would rarely be sedgmowiteach other. ‘Nana always followed dad to tlosaue and waited
for him to finish his prayers before he followednhback home,” Hazlynn said to the Malay Mail.'Tharas a bond that this
particular cat had with dad as compared to therathis at home.’

Two years ago when Hazlynn's father died, Nanadeaply saddened to the point where he lost histip@ad lost some
weight. Thankfully, he recovered within a few masind began to regain his appetite. ‘But he wolgld lenger around
where dad spent his time - like on the swing whiels dad's favourite spot or even sit on his ofd etzlynn said.

¥4 For the past two years, Nana had a strict daiyakitVisiting his grave every morning.

B Hazlynn's father was laid to rest in a compound tieafamily's residence. And from the

very first day, Nana has been the first to visit dpiave for the past two years. ‘Can you

imagine, (Nana) was already sitting there waitimigus when we arrived. He reached the
graveyard earlier than your children, father. Rédasgive us father,” the text above reads.

Nana now spends his days sitting or sleeping bypWiser's grave. He would return home
every morning from his visits to be fed - with dapgws from the grave site's morning dew.

= If that isn't love | don't know what is. Cats traye creatures we need to appreciate more.
Mae Yen Yap, sea.mashable.com, September 2020 htdalynn Nozi

Editors Note: Hachiko (1923 - 1935) was a JapaAégia dog remembered for his remarkable loyalthi®owner, Hidesab&tUeno,
for whom he continued to wait for over nine yeantofving Ueno's death.

A Cats Guide To Human Beings Rewarding Your Human: Should Your Gift Still Be Alive?

The cat world is divided over the etiquette of présig humans with the thoughtful gift of a
recently disembowelled animal. Some believe thatdns prefer these gifts already dead, while
others maintain that humans enjoy a slowly expidrigket or rodent just as much as we do, given
their jumpy and playful movements in picking theatures up after they’ve been presented.

After much consideration of the human psyche, wememend that cold blooded animals (large

insects, frogs, lizards, garden snakes and thesimow earthworm) should be presented dead, whil
warm blooded animals (birds, rodents, your neigib®omeranian) are better still living. When Lq‘{__ .y
you see the expression on your human'’s face, ykodlv it's worth it.www.xmission.com ]
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Pirate Cat Has Spent Her Whole Life Siang

An intrepid feline known as Miss Rigby has spentdwtire life sailing the ocean with her
family.

g Known to be the most ‘dog-like’ of all cat breettis American Burmese has lived on a boat
971 with her owners Shane and Maryvonne since she Witea.

Also known as Rigs, Riggles, or Chicken, she wéerefl to Maryvonne by a breeder in
Connecticut.

“They are extremely loving and loyal and also tadile - well, as much as you can train a cat
But the boat is her home and she loves it.” saidyManne.

53-year-old Shane and 52-year-old Maryvonne presloan their own architecture business
before finally deciding ten years ago to abandencttmpany and pursue their passion for
sailing

They now live on their boat and travel full timeogether, they have explored the coastal wateltseobnited States and the
Caribbean seas. ‘Rigs joined us on the boat in Uskagd, New York and since then, we have sailedngpdown the East
Coast and across into the Bahamas numerous tisags 'Maryvonne. ‘We have been through the Cariblétdnher down
to Grenada, stopping at most islands.” She haslteal well on the 50-foot sailboat and proven BEr® be a natural sailor.

‘Our main concern always is her safety,” says Manne. ‘We are often asked about why she doesn't éfe jacket. We
tried one on her but it just made her more clurB$e can swim well and we would pick her up quiékihe fell in. Our
safety and the cat'’s is very important and we fala# of strategies in place in case of

emergencies,’ she added. ‘We also have a net hafrgim the back of the boat in case she @& ==

slipped off the boat whilst at anchor - but this n@ver happened, thankfully. She is very
sure-footed and aware of the water around her.’

‘Our walks/hikes are also a lot of fun and watchiveg do crazy runs chasing Shane make
better. We have trained her to be like a dog aedhsisn’t let us down. We can be in terribl
sea conditions, but she makes it bearable witlphieing and cuteness. | can’'t imagine not
having her on board,” Maryvonne concluded. ‘We hsweénany memories, but the main on) )
how happy she makes us and how much we laugh aniddove her.’ 4

Since Maryvonne created &rstagram account for Miss Righaack in 2017, she has racke ’

up more than 40,000 followers—and it's not hardde why.
www.goodnewsnetwork.org, goodnews network, Felyr@@20 Photos:SWNS

Why Cats Are Afraid Of Cucumbers
Viral videos have shown cats fleeing in fear ortmag into the air at the sight of a cucumber.

Why cucumbers might frighten some cats is a hagirrg question, but it's no mystery for one expé€rats are genetically
hard-wired through instinct to avoid snakes,” Céob8dchikoff, animal behaviorist and author of Ghg<Doctor Dolittle:
Learning the Language of Animals, said. ‘Cucumbeo& enough like a snake to have the cat's insuadear of snakes
kick in. This instinctive fear of snakes can cacats to panic’, he added. ‘If a cat sees sometiitigering over the ground,
the cat often will jump a couple of feet up in tig a behavior that prevents getting bitten bypake,” Slobodchikoff said.

And it's not just cucumbers that can cause thisadrysteria in cats. ‘Anything that looks likesaake should produce the
instinctive fear response,’ Slobodchikoff said. @mbers are shaped more like snakes, with theiiraysides, than ears of
corn or eggplants, so they produce a greater reggon

But don't go trying to prank your cat with cucunisbaped objects just yet. Scaring cats can ha\
long-term effects on their mental health.

7

‘Anytime you scare an animal, you risk inflictingyzhological damage, so that the
animal will be afraid not only of cucumbers,’ Slbidoff said, ‘but also the ‘

surroundings in which the cucumber was presentéuetanimal.’
wwianews.go.com, Alexa Valiente 2015

What Is A True Cat?

A true cat keeps a collection of vintage catniparidden under
quivalent to another kitten with The furniture and takes them out occasionally tohsmwv they're aging

. hich the forepart plays. She dogs A true cat doesn't care to learn how to use yoiletto
not discover that her tail belongs to her untjl Would you want to share his litter box?

you tread on it. Henry David Thoreau 14

kitten is so flexible that she is
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The pictures above show Muffy coming through her dadoor.
Colour the seven things that make this picture di#rent from
the one opposite.

Answers on page 16 15



The Final Miaow

As you can see we have come to the last page ofeausletter and we hope you found it interesting) emjoyable. Many
thanks to everyone who sent us material and pHotdke We can always do with more photographs and
stories, so please keep sending them in.  Stay Safe. Karen & Gloria™.»

Why Do Cats Hate Water?

Our feline friends have mysterious ways that keeguessing about plenty of things, but one of the
most enduring conundrums has to do with a pretsjckelement: water.

Why do cats hate water? And how come they lovevdtter dripping from a tap, but will fight teeth
and claws if they come close to a bathtub full atev? We’'ll probably never know for sure, but
experts have a few ideas that can help baffledwatrs understand their pet's behaviour a bit hette

Cats are fine with water to drink, but if it getsan their fur water can instantly turn a happyicgt a
miniature lion. Here are some of the causes tHatdwplain why.

1. Water weights a cat down

Imagine having to carry a soaking wet blanket oaryghoulders until it gets dry again. A similarriple is at work when it
comes to cats and water. When their entire fus degnched, a cat will feel weighted down and umébimove at their
normal agility levels. That's quite an uncomfor@kkperience for a feline that likes to navigde with a springy, effortless
gait.

2. The cat’s evolutionary history

Another reason why cats hate water is attributdtiéo history. There is not much in a cat's backgd to recommend them
for successful interactions with bodies of waterjttsmall or big. Cat’s ancestors lived in drydgslaces which means rivers
or oceans weren't obstacles they had to face. Tikeret much in their ancestors’ past to prepagentbdern cat for the
bathtub which helps explain why their first reantie to scratch their way out of the arms of an emgetermined to get them
in it.

3. Cats can smell the chemicals in the water

Smell is a cat’s most reliable sense. Even thougimight not detect them, the chemicals in the tagengive it a particular
odour that a kitten’s sensitive nose will pick waight away. It's fine for dipping a paw in evesgce in a while, but having
their fur submerged in a liquid that smells nothlikg their coat should smell, is enough to puntlaf bath time.

4. Negative experiences

Some cats might have actually experienced bathdubaving their coat wet in early kitten hood. Stimes it's those first
interactions that can help elucidate the mystemylof cats hate water. If being submerged in theemags a stressful
experience the first few times, it’s likely theyday “no way” at the sight of the bathtub well itbeir adult years.

5. Lack of control

There is something else that helps explains whgt avidl avoid getting into the bathtub but is hagpyplay with any dripping
tap within reach or even venture close to thetfidlto dip their paw in — in those instances axgthithave more control over
the situation. After all, they're still sitting s on dry land and can easily get away. But beim@ slippery wet surface with
water pouring down on their coat, getting into theies and weighting them down in the processasigimto make their

On The Other Side, Eleven Cat Breeds That Do Like \&ter
Turkish Van, Turkish Angora, Maine Coon, Bengalypiian Mau, American Bobtail,

Japanese Bobtail, Norwegian Forest Cat, Abyssiffamx and Savannah

List gathered from several websites

. t Cat Fact- Interesting American Bobtail cat faatcording to VetStreet.com, some psychotheragastsincluded
Ny AmericandBals in their treatment programs because ofak® sensitivity to human emotions.
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ssnjl}lffég :g gjg OO If you have.a bite, be sure to pull a few ha|r§ ouy .to Iegvc_e them
slewed v V¥ against a nice background where someone is sie This is sure to
o & B E get you a nice brushing. Most cats doze off whikytare brushed. It'
sseueaq T VT O O almost better than being petted.
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